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Mission and Description

The OSU Counseling Academic Unit Program faculty, staff, and students endeavor to support the principles of dignity, respect, integrity, value, and equality in all we do. We prepare professional counselors who promote the social, psychological, and physical well being of individuals, families, communities, and organizations in order to continually improve global welfare.  We believe that professional counselors stand for social, economic, and political justice and therefore must be prepared to be proactive educators, change agents, and advocates in the face of injustice.  Development across the life span, cultural diversity, and a global perspective are integral to the preparation of professional counselors.
The MS program emphasizes three equal preparation components:  academic excellence, competence in counseling skills, and personal growth.  The program emphasizes the personal growth and development of its participants as much as it provides a foundation of skill and knowledge.  The sequential program integrates academic knowledge and theory with closely supervised counseling practice.  The faculty strongly believes that professional counseling is grounded in a personal and professional code of ethics.  To effectively counsel others, students must find a workable integration of theory, philosophy, and technical skills that are consistent with the students’ self-views and beliefs about the nature of people.  

Student performance in each of the three domains is assessed frequently with feedback provided on performance and recommendations provided for growth and development.

Faculty Guiding Principles
· We support DRIVE - Dignity, Respect, Integrity, Value, and Equality - in all our interactions with students, staff, and the community.
· We are guided by intellectual curiosity, social responsibility, compassion, and high ethical standards in our professional activities.

· We acknowledge there is no one truth and seek multiple understandings of human behavior.

· We are committed to creating a learning community that promotes diversity, democratic values, and practices.

· We take responsibility as educators to promote informed criticism even when that criticism may not be well received.

· We challenge dogma that we encounter in classrooms, clinical experiences, and in our role of serving the broader society.

· We believe we must educate professional counselors to be critical thinkers in order that they might find their voice to develop progressive social vision through program transformation and policy development.

· We recognize multiple perspective(s) of intrapersonal, social, and political interaction that intervenes on both macro and micro levels.

· We are invested in an interdisciplinary team and systems approach to change.

· We are committed to transcend the university’s physical boundaries and to link with the community in order to improve educational opportunities for children and adults.
· We believe that professional counselors must continually address their own emotional, intellectual, spiritual, and physical well-being in order to be effective helping professionals.

· We believe students are our most important clients, for the quality and completeness of their education will determine the direction of the future.

· We are dedicated to the interconnectedness of teaching, research, service, and clinical practice

Accreditation

The Council for Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs (CACREP) has conferred accreditation on the school and community program areas in the Counseling Academic Unit at Oregon State University.  There are a number of advantages to being a graduate of a CACREP program and these advantages will be discussed at the interview.  The program has also been accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) and the Oregon Teacher Standards and Practices Commission (TSPC).  

Admissions Procedures

Admission to the program is by concurrent application to the:  

1. Oregon State University Graduate School 

2. Counseling and Academic Unit in the College of Education.  

Admission requirements for the Oregon State University Graduate School may be found at: http://oregonstate.edu/admissions/graduate/requirements.html.  

The minimal prerequisite is a bachelor’s degree.  Academic background, personal and emotional suitability, volunteer or paid experience in the helping professions, and the educational and professional goals of each candidate are evaluated before admission is granted.  Screening includes, but is not limited to, a minimum GPA of 3.0 on the last 90 hours of undergraduate work, three letters of recommendation, and a writing sample.  Due to the competitive nature of the process, those who pass the initial screening of written applications will be invited for a personal interview after which final cohort composition will be determined.  Prior counseling-related academic work from an accredited institution may meet some of the program requirements; however, the core requirements for the MS must be taken at Oregon State University.
International Student Requirements
Please note that our program is currently in a part-time format such that students take only six credits per term and the program lasts for three years.  Most international students are, therefore, unable to renew their student visa while in a part-time program and complete the program.  If as an international student you were able to obtain a work visa and keep that work visa for the time required to complete the program, then please note the following requirements for admission as an international student.

To qualify for graduate study, international students must have completed the equivalent of a four-year American baccalaureate degree with a B average (equivalent 3.00 on an American 4.00 grading scale) in the last two years, plus all subsequent graded course work, or a four-year equivalent baccalaureate degree with a two-year equivalent graduate degree, sufficient financial resources for the desired academic program, and English language proficiency demonstrated by a minimum TOEFL score of 550 (paper/pencil test) or 213 (computer-based test). TOEFL scores must be no more than two years old at the time of the applicant’s first term of registration.
The English language proficiency requirement is waived for international students who have completed a degree at a U.S. university. University conditional admission of international students presenting TOEFL scores of at least 500 (paper/pencil test) or 173 (computer-based test) may be granted if the applicant is otherwise fully admissible. Such conditional admission requires on-campus testing of English language proficiency prior to enrollment and compliance with the subsequently specified plan for English and academic course work during each quarter until the student qualifies for regular admission.

Oregon State University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, age, disability, or veteran’s status in any of its policies, procedures, or practices.  “Diversity is a key to our success.  Not only are our doors open to men and women alike without regard to race, ethnicity, personal belief, disability, or sexual preference; we also have a moral obligation to open the doors wider for any groups that are under-represented or that has suffered from discrimination” (OSU 2002-03 General Catalog).  The OSU Counselor Education and Supervision Program faculty endorses this university policy and works to open doors to all under-represented groups and those who have suffered from discrimination and oppression.

Starting Date and Program Format

Graduate study in the MS in Counseling program for 2013 will begin Summer term 6/24/13.  Classes for the 2013 cohort will be delivered in a hybrid format throughout the three-year program.  Hybrid denotes there will be a combination of online and classroom learning experiences.  At the time of preparing this Application Document, it is the intent that the classroom experiences (50%) will be delivered on Friday and Saturday of the 1st and 9th weeks Fall, Winter, and Spring and the 1st and 7th week during summer session.  The online (50%) instruction will be provided via asynchronous (Blackboard) and synchronous (Adobe Connect Pro) e-learning platforms.  Additional information about the hybrid program will be provided at the time of the interviews and in the offer of admission to those recommended to the Graduate School for admission.  Classes will be held at the Chemeketa Center for Business and Industry in Salem.
The program will focus on preparing school counselors to:

1.  Develop and implement comprehensive school counseling programs as prescribed in Oregon Administrative Rules.

2.  Utilize theories and strategies that promote college and career readiness for all students and the closing of the achievement and opportunity gaps.  

3.  Utilize theories and strategies that increase student awareness of and engagement in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) careers.

School Counseling Concentration:
The School Counseling Concentration prepares individuals for the Oregon Initial I School Counselor License following the criteria established by the Oregon Teacher Standards and Practices Commission (TSPC). 

NOTE:  All School Concentration students must complete the 75 credit MS in Counseling program.  For those individuals who do not have a teaching license, students will also complete a 200 hour teaching practicum – TCE 591 (3 cr.) and TCE 592 (3 Cr.).  We will schedule these courses such that you can complete them during the three years and graduate with your cohort in June, 2016.
Candidates for the Initial I School Counselor License must then also:

1. Pass two tests specified by the Teacher Standards & Practices Commission. The National Evaluation Series Essential Academic Skills test assesses candidates’ performance on reading, mathematics, and writing.  Candidates who are admitted to the program will need to submit scores on the EAS prior to starting the first term.  Note that scores will not be used in the admissions process but rather will be used for determining applicant’s skill levels at entry into the program.  
2. The Protecting Student and Civil Rights in the Educational Environment test may be taken at any time.

Students in the School Counseling Concentration are reminded that while completion of the MS in Counseling is required by TSPC in order to qualify for an Initial I School Counselor License, students must apply to TSPC for Licensure and must complete the additional requirements. 
PRINCIPLES OF ADMISSION AND RETENTION

The State System of Higher Education has adopted the following statement:  

Academic performance is not the sole criterion for admission to and continuation in certain courses and programs at the University, such as practicum courses and internships.  The University may find it necessary to evaluate a person’s background to determine his or her likelihood of maintaining standards of professional conduct that are necessary in the discipline.  An evaluation may take into consideration current performance as well as past experiences and actions that could affect a student’s ability to perform in the particular course or program.

The Counseling Academic Unit faculty subscribes to the above statement and has adopted the following specific principles and conditions for admission and retention in the program:

A.  Applicants are sought from a variety of groups and cultures within society.  Admissions policies and procedures are designed to foster the identification and selection of all prospective students who possess the potential for master’s level work in counseling—to the extent of looking beyond the more traditional criteria when advisable and possible.

B.  Applicants are sought who have demonstrated a commitment to the profession of school counseling through interest, preparation, and experience.

C.  Counseling professionals and appropriate professional credentialing bodies are consulted relative to admission policies and procedures.

D.  The Counseling Academic Unit Faculty, with the Dean of the College of Education, has the responsibility for the selection of Master’s Candidates and has established admission criteria consistent with, and in excess of, those of the OSU Graduate School.

E.  Counselor education students enrolled in the master’s degree are required to participate as clients in an individual and a group counseling experience.  This requirement is based, in part, on the belief that first hand experience as a client bridges the gap between intellectual and emotional understanding of the client experience.  On-going student emotional and psychological well-being is paramount for continuation in the program.

F.  The faculty of the Counseling Academic Unit subscribes to the ethical standards of the American Counseling Association (ACA) and American School Counselor Association (ASCA).  Consistent with these standards, students may not independently offer mental health diagnosis, counseling, or consultation services, either gratis or for remuneration.  If it should come to the attention of the faculty that a student is offering such services, an investigation of the student’s activities will be conducted by a committee appointed for this purpose.  The committee will present its findings and recommendations to the staff for decision on retention of the student in the program.

G. 
Admission is always subject to faculty and/or program availability. 

FEES:

The OSU MS in Counseling program is a part-time program and students register for class through Oregon State University Extended Campus (Ecampus).  Information about fees through Ecampus may be obtained at http://ecampus.oregonstate.edu/services/ . 
NOTE:  
1. Students enrolling in the MS in Counseling program who have not resided in Oregon do not have to pay out of state tuition when registering through Ecampus.

2. Ecampus tuition does not require the payment of students fees; therefore, students are not eligible for student services such as student health services, reduced fees for athletic events, use of Counseling and Psychological Services, nor use of the Dixon Athletic Facility.

3. For those working in school districts, you may use vouchers to pay for Ecampus classes.
4. Ecampus does not provide for the reduction in tuition for students who have family members working at Oregon State University nor at other institutions in the Oregon University System.

Counseling Faculty
	Name
	Campus
	Program Lead
	Phone/Email
	Research Expertise

	Biles, Kathy (Dr.)
	Cascades
	School Counseling
	541-322-3111

kathy.biles@osucascades.edu
	School Counseling, Adolescent Substance Abuse Issues  

	Dykeman, Cass (Dr.) 
	Corvallis
	Community Counseling
	541-737-8204
dykemanc@onid.orst.edu
	Psychopharmacology, Addiction Counseling

	Ford, Amy (Dr.)
	Cascades
	Community Counseling
	541-322-3123

amy.ford@osucascades.edu
	Veteran’s issues & Military Sexual Trauma, PTSD/Trauma, Parental Alienation, Counselor Education, International Disaster & Humanitarian Counseling

	Eakin, Gene (Dr.)
	Corvallis
	School Counseling
	541-737-8551

gene.eakin@oregonstate.edu
	School Counseling, Motivation, School Counselor Education, Wellness/Prevention

	Lorie Blackman (Dr.)
	Corvallis
	PhD in Counseling
	541-760-8686
blackmal@onid.orst.edu

	Child Therapy, Executive Functioning Interventions, Psychological Evaluation

	Kim Kelley
	Cascades
	Clinical Coordinator
	541-322-2021
kim.kelley@osucascades.edu

	Wilderness/Adventure Therapy. EMDR. School Crisis Response

	Rubel, Deborah (Dr.)
	Corvallis
	Discipline Liaison
	541-737-5973
deborah.rubel@oregonstate.edu
	Group Work, Supervision, Multicultural & Social Justice Counseling, Qualitative Research Methods

	Stroud, Dan (Dr.)
	Cascades
	
	541-322-3155

daniel.stroud@osucascades.edu

	Group Counseling, Supervision


Curriculum: MS with a Major in Counseling
School Concentration
	Course Number and Title
	School

	TCE 513 Pre‑Practicum
	3

	TCE 514 Practicum in Counseling
	6

	TCE 515 Counseling Internship
	15

	TCE 531 Developmental Perspectives in Counseling
	3

	TCE 532 Social & Cultural Perspectives
	3

	TCE 533 Addictive Behavior Counseling
	3

	TCE 541 Legal, Ethical, Professional Issues in Counsel
	3

	TCE 546 Leadership of School Counseling Programs
	3

	TCE 548 Special Education Issues
	3

	TCE 551 Theory & Techniques of Counseling I
	3

	TCE 552 Theory & Techniques of Child & Adol Counsel
	3

	TCE 562 Intro to Research Methods in Education
	3

	TCE 567 Appraisal of the Individual
	3

	TCE 568 Lifestyle & Career Development
	3

	TCE 571 Group Counseling Procedures
	3

	TCE 575 Family Counseling
	3

	TCE 577 Applied Psychopath & Diagnosis


	                3

	TCE 578 Crisis, Grief, and Loss
	3

	TCE 581 Cross‑Cultural Counseling
	3

	TCE 598 Consultation
	3

	Total
	75


Nota bene:

1.  TCE 514 Practicum I requires 4 hours per week in the schools; TCE 514 Practicum II requires 6       
hours per week in the schools; Internship – 600 hours completed over four or five terms in 
order to graduate in June, 2016.

2.  For those not having a Teaching License, you will need to take TCE 591 & TCE 592 to fulfill the TSPC requirement of a 200 hr teaching practicum experience. These two classes are not required for graduation but for licensure purposes.
Should I apply to the OSU Corvallis MS in Counseling Program?

We now invite you to stop and consider whether our program is the program that best meets your needs BEFORE you spend the time, energy, money to complete the application and apply for admission.  
There are five institutions of higher education that provide programs leading to the Initial I School Counselor license: George Fox, Lewis and Clark, Northwest Christian University, Oregon State University with programs at Corvallis and Cascades, and Portland State University.  We encourage you to explore the strengths of each program so you can find the one that is the best match for you.

You have been provided information about the Oregon State program in the previous pages regarding our program’s:



1.  mission and description



2.  guiding principles



3.  programmatic emphasis on preparation and ongoing assessment in three areas: 
  




A.  academic excellence in acquisition of content knowledge, 



B.  competence in counseling skills, 




C.  personal growth.


4.  requirement to be prepared to openly receive feedback on your progress on 3 – A, B, C 

            engage in individual and group counseling experiences.

5.  fees you will pay.


6.  principles of admission and retention.


7.  structure of the program as a three year part-time program.



8.  hybrid instructional delivery format with 50% of instruction in most classes being 


      online with classes scheduled in Salem on two F, S each term.



9.  CACREP accreditation and the advantages of being a graduate of a CACREP institution.

           10.  The focus on providing school counselors with strategies to increase student awareness 
                    of and engagement in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics careers.

In addition, you should know that the program will focus on preparing you to utilize your skills in individual and group counseling, consultation and system change, leadership, advocacy, and action research to:



1.  deliver comprehensive school counseling program services to all students.



2.  increase college-going rates among under-represented populations.

Oregon State University prepared school counselors must be committed to social justice and be willing to engage in the conversations with stakeholders that engender the necessary changes so these two goals may be achieved.
If you value these goals and are ready to acquire the knowledge and skills to accomplish them, we invite you to complete the application for admission to our program.
OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

COUNSELOR EDUCATION and SUPERVISION PROGRAM

APPLICATION PROCEDURES CHECKLIST
Candidates for the MS in counseling must complete the following steps when applying for admission to the program.

1.
Meet the university standards for admission to Graduate School at Oregon State University.

2.
Complete the Counselor Education and Supervision program application process.

Graduate School Application Requirements:  
____
1.  Apply to the Graduate School online – information on submitting your 



     application and necessary forms can be found at:



http://oregonstate.edu/admissions/graduate.html


Questions about this part of this process should be directed to the 

Graduate School Office, 300 Kerr Administration Building, Oregon State University, Corvallis, OR 97331 Phone: 541-737-4881    Fax: 541-737-3313    




e-mail: graduate.school@oregonstate.edu
____
2.
Official transcripts of all previous academic records (undergraduate and graduate).

____
3.   2970 is the major code and Summer 2013 is the term of admit to list on the Graduate School Application.

Counselor Academic Unit Application Requirements:  

Submit the following together in ONE Package/Envelope to:  




Counseling Academic Unit




College of Education




Furman Hall




Corvallis, OR 97331-3502.
Deadline:  February 1, 2013 -  please note no late applications will be accepted.  (If post marked February 2, the application will be accepted.). 

Return this checklist with application materials.

_____1.  Unofficial copies of all transcripts. (Remember that the Graduate School requires Official 

  Transcripts before you’re admitted).  

______2.  Scores from the National Evaluation Series Essential Academic Skills submitted to 
 
  Oregon State University College of Education.

______3.  Application for Admission into MS Degree Program in Counseling. 

______4.  Prepare a Current Resume detailing in the following order your:   

A. educational experience – degree & major

B. work experience – to include assistantships & research projects

C. volunteer experience – coaching, ASPIRE, AVID, or other volunteer work as a mentor or with children, youth, adults, families

D. diversity/social justice  experience

E. bilingual capabilities

______5.  Mission Statement

______6.  Educational Background information 

______7.  Technology Form. 

______8.  Conditions for Admission and Retention.  Read, complete, and return.

______9.  Three letters of recommendation (you can make 2 additional copies of the form in the 

  packet so you have forms for all three individuals providing recommendations.   Please 



  be sure to point out to those writing letters on your behalf that they should do the



  rating scale and do a letter as well.

____10.  Letter of employer support for your attending the classes and your intent to meet the 


  practicum, teaching practicum (if required), and internship hour requirements.
____11.  International Applicants Only:  TOEFL scores.

All applications will be reviewed by the Counseling Academic Unit Admissions Team.  Applicants who pass this initial screening process will be scheduled for a personal interview with the Counseling Academic Unit Admissions Committee.  Once selected for an interview, applicants will be notified when and how interviews will be conducted.  

The interview date is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, March 9, 2013.
Final candidates must be approved by the Dean of the College of Education.

Please note that information about your status regarding an interview will be communicated via e-mail so be sure to update us with changes in your e-mail address and then check that e-mail regularly during the month of February.  You are likely to receive notification about being selected for an interview by February 15.
For further information about applying to this program, please e-mail or call:

Gene Eakin, PhD
Telephone: (541) 737-8551   
E-mail: gene.eakin@oregonstate.edu
Educational Background Information
APPLICATION 

Name: ________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________ 

E-Mail  __________________________________________________________________                   
*REQUIRED: Please notify us if you change e-mail addresses.  Much of our communication with you during the screening process will be by e-mail.

Permanent mailing address: _________________________________________________________________

Local mailing address: _____________________________________________________________________

Education:

Undergraduate degree from: __________________________  Date: ______________________

Major _____________________ Minor __________________ GPA ______________________

Graduate Degree from: _______________________________ Date: ______________________

Major _____________________ Minor __________________ GPA  ______________________

Teaching License from ________________________________  Date  ___________________

Endorsements ________________________________________

GPA on the last 90 hours of work you completed __________

Teacher Standards and Practices Commission

OAR 584-017-0410 

Selection, Recruitment and Admission of Candidates for School Counseling Programs
 (2) Each candidate shall document:


(a) Experience working with youth in educational or social agencies; and


(b) Undergraduate preparation in human development and behavior to include: psychological, sociological, and physiological development, learning theory, and motivation.

I took an undergraduate course in human development and behavior at ________________________
Writing Sample:
Your ability to express ideas in a clear and appropriate manner is an important factor in successful graduate study.  This sample will first be used to assess your writing skills; therefore, please take care in preparing your response.  It should be word-processed and not exceed one page in length.  

This sample will also be used to consider your purposes for entering the counseling profession.  From this perspective, please consider this statement your Personal Mission Statement for pursuing a graduate degree in counseling to become a School Counselor.  Describe personal qualities, values, and professionally related experiences that make graduate study in school counseling appropriate for you.  What is your sense of purpose or mission for becoming a School Counselor?  What are your highest hopes and greatest concerns about yourself as a student and as a counselor?  You should also overview your experience working with diversity and your commitment to understanding diversity.  Write the letter in your own form and style.

Be sure to head the one page document with the following information:

Name: __________________________ Telephone:______________ E-Mail: ______________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

MASTER OF SCIENCE WITH A MAJOR IN COUNSELING

PRE-REQUISITE INFORMATION 
Name of Applicant:  ___________________________________

TECHNOLOGY COMPETENCIES Minimum information technology competencies are required to enter this degree program. In this regard, you must be able to:

· use world wide web as a research and information tool 

· download files from a hyperlink

· download a graphic file from the web

· use a web-based instructional program such as Blackboard

· copy/paste text between the web and a word processor

· upload a file to the web

· extract files (zip/expand)

· use email communications including attachments

· open and read PDF files

· set-up and manage files

· have a basic understanding of, and be able to use, a computer OS

· use a word processing software package

· use a presentation software package

· use a presentation software package

· load, unload, and setup software programs on a PC

I certify that I have attained the above skills through (please list courses, programs, seminars, workshops, etc. and provide, where possible, appropriate documentation/proof):

___________________________  
 ___________________________

Signature of Applicant
 
   
 Date

CONDITIONS FOR ADMISSION AND RETENTION

A.
CRIMINAL RECORD 

The profession of counseling involves close working relationships between practitioners and their clients.  Because of the deep level of trust placed in counselors by their clients, it is essential that counselors be absolutely honest and trustworthy in their professional conduct, and in other aspects of their lives

To help us determine your appropriateness for the counseling program, please answer the following question.  If you answer “yes”, please attach an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.  A “yes” answer will not automatically disqualify you from admission, but this information will be carefully considered by the department in assessing your application to the program.  Prior to placement in some field experiences i.e., practicum or internship a criminal background check may be conducted.

Have you ever been convicted in a court of law for any felony or misdemeanor other than a minor traffic offense?

(Yes or No) _________ (If yes, attach an explanation of the situation(s).

NOTE:  You will complete the TSPC requirement for fingerprinting and criminal history check prior to taking the Practicum I class.  Even though you may be currently working in a school setting, TSPC requires that students in programs go through the TSPC process.  You will also be required at this time to purchase insurance to cover you as a practicum/internship student working with students as a counselor.
Please sign and return:

I have read and understand this policy.  If I answered “yes”, I have attached the additional information required.  I agree to inform the Counseling Program of any charges or convictions brought against me for any felony or misdemeanor (other than a minor traffic offense) while I am a student in the program.

Print Name _____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Signed ______________________________________________________________  Date _______________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________

Phone_________________________________

B.
  PERSONAL GROWTH REQUIREMENT

Counseling Academic Unit students enrolled in the master’s degree, and those seeking school counseling licensure, are expected to participate as clients in an individual and in a group counseling experience during the time they are enrolled as graduate students.  This requirement is based on a philosophy that recognizes the value of such experiences to the development of self-awareness and personal identity.  It is also based on the belief that first hand experience as a client bridges the gap between intellectual and emotional understanding of the client experience.

Students will participate in individual or group counseling with a qualified* counselor or mental health provider approved by the faculty advisor.  These experiences should focus on personal growth and awareness rather than specific skills training.  Important components could include sharing of here-and-now feelings, working out communication blocks, interpersonal feedback, individual expression of concerns as well as expression of feelings about self, significant people in one’s life, and other members of the therapeutic experience (for group setting).

Each student is required to provide written verification of at least 10 hours of individual plus 10 hours of group counseling to his/her faculty advisor prior to completion of the master’s degree.  “Written verification” is a statement by the group facilitator or individual counselor of consistent attendance.  Specifics of the counseling relationship will be kept confidential between student/client and counselor in accordance with the ethical guidelines of the American Counseling Association (ACA).

*Qualified is defined by the following credentials: LPC, LCSW, LMFT, Supervised or Licensed Ph.D. in counseling/counseling psych/clinical psych, fellow or diplomat of the AAPC and Licensed Psychiatrist (or as approved by faculty).

C.
CONDUCTING PRIVATE PRACTICE WHILE ENROLLED IN THE PROGRAM

The faculty of the Counseling Academic Unit subscribes to the ethical standards of the ACA.  In an effort to encourage professionalism among its students, the faculty requires its students to adhere to these same standards while they are engaged in providing counseling services to clients.  The ACA standards read, in part:

Counselors claim or imply only professional credentials possessed and are responsible for correcting any known misrepresentations of these credentials by others [ACA Ethical Standard C-4(a)].
With regard to the delivery of professional services, members should accept only those positions for which they are professionally qualified [ACA Ethical Standard C-2(a)].
Consistent with these standards, students may not independently offer mental health diagnosis, counseling, or consultation services, either gratis or for remuneration.  If it should come to the attention of the faculty that a student is offering such services, an investigation of the student’s activities will be conducted by a committee appointed for this purpose.  The committee will present its findings and recommendations to the staff for decision on retention of the student in the program.

D.  OTHER

Students selected for admission into the MS program will be asked to sign a Memorandum of Understanding to include your consent to:  
  
(a) participate as clients in personal counseling and group counseling, 

(b) not engage in private practice during the program, 

(c) adhere to the ethical standards of the American Counseling Association and the 

      
      American School Counselor Association, 

(d) attend classes as designated by the Counseling Academic Unit, 

(e) join appropriate professional organizations and attend professional conferences while 

       in the program,


(f) acknowledge your awareness that you will be evaluated on and receive feedback on 
  
      your performance in the three domains: academic excellence, competence in counseling 
        
      skills, and personal fit for the profession, 

(g) agree to comply with the OSU Counseling Academic Unit Online and Classroom Clinical 
  
       Security Protocols,


(h) agree to have access to high-speed internet available via an Ethernet connection 
 
       
       and to purchase the following: a headset that connects to your computer via the Usb 
 
       port, a webcam, and an Usb Drive with encryption software built-in. 

 (i) if admitted - agree to take the National Evaluation Series Essential Academic Skills 
 
       prior to the start of the program in June, 2012.  If your scores on the verbal portion of the 

      NES-ESA and/or your performance on writing assignments in the first two classes, indicate 
  
      you need additional writing skill development, you will successfully complete a one credit 

      online writing class specified by the Counseling 
Academic Unit.


  (j) acknowledge the right of the College of Education and/or the Counseling Academic 

        Unit (CAU) to make changes to the program based on: 


1. financial exigencies facing the University/College/Counseling Academic Unit, 


2. changes in licensure requirements that occur during the time you are in the 


     program, 


3. changes in best practice for the education of school counselors.

For those selected for an interview, a copy of this Memorandum of Understanding will be provided you at the time you are interviewed and you will have an opportunity to ask questions about any item on the list.  We will also have at the interview a tentative schedule of classes for the twelve terms in the 2013-2016 program.
For those recommended to the Graduate School for admission, a copy of this Memorandum of Understanding will accompany the letter that indicates you are being recommended for admission.  If you accept the offer of admission, you will sign this Memorandum of Understanding and return it to the College of Education as your formal indication of your acceptance of the offer of admission.
Letter of Support

____________________________ is employed at ___________________________________ .

__________________ has shared with us her/his desire to attend the MS in Counseling program at Oregon State University.  We are aware that doing so will necessitate the use of personal leave or other leave on two Fridays during fall, winter, and spring terms (6 total) for each of the first two years.  Our signature below indicates we will support his/her attendance in these classes.

____________________________



_____________________________
Name






Date

____________________________
Title

Statement of Understanding and Intent

I am aware that completion of the program requires I spend 40 hours at a school site completing practicum I class requirements (ten weeks = 4 hours a week) and 60 hours completing (ten weeks = 6 hours per week) practicum II requirements.  I also understand that I must complete a 600 hour internship.  Internship often is spread out over three terms  (20 hours a week for 30 weeks), four terms ( 15 hours a week for 40 weeks), or five terms (10 hours a week for 50 weeks).

In addition, if I do not have a teaching license, I understand that I will have to complete two additional courses – TCE 591 and TCE 592 – plus complete a 200 hour teaching practicum in order to fulfill the requirements for the Initial I School Counselor License.

I will not accept admission if offered to me unless I believe I can quit work or work part-time in order to fulfill these requirements.

____________________________




___________________

Name







Date

Nota bene:

1. You may seek employment upon completion of 50% of the program and if hired, the district    
     can request TSPC grant you a Transitional License.  You may then complete the remainder of    
     the program while working in a school counseling position.
2. Upon completion of the courses in the program, if you are unable to complete the internship 

     requirement, you may request a Leave of Absence from the program and await the time 


     when you can complete the internship.  This is not advised but for some students may be 


     necessary in order to find the most opportune time to complete the requirement.
Oregon State University

Counseling Academic Unit

Letter of Recommendation
APPLICANT, please fill in the information below with your name and address.

Name: _____________________________ Telephone: ________________ 
E-mail _________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

EVALUATOR:

The above named applicant is applying for admission to graduate studies in Counselor Education at Oregon State University and has given your name as a reference.  We request that you complete this rating scale form and Write a Letter of Recommendation on behalf of this applicant.  Your appraisal of the applicant’s personal qualities and professional promise to be a student in a master’s program in counselor education and to be a counselor is used for making decisions on admissions and may be used for planning a program of study.  About 25% of those who apply are offered admission so your recommendation is an important part of the total score this applicant will receive.  Careful and candid discrimination between strong and limited characteristics is more helpful than routine praise.  Our Counselor Education Program stresses three areas of professionalism:  self awareness and personal growth, academic ability, and clinical ability.  Thank you for your help.  Please address the qualities you see in the individual that suggest s/he has the potential to be a strong community or school counselor.

As required by the Family Education Rights Act of 1974, a registered student may reserve the privilege of viewing this recommendation form.  Thus, you should consider this evaluation to be non-confidential.

Recommendation Form (continued)

INSTRUCTIONS:  Please rate the applicant on the qualities listed below by placing a check mark to the right of those you feel qualified to judge.  Use as your standard of comparison other graduate students or professionals in this field.  Leave blank any area in which you have insufficient knowledge to make a judgment.

	
	Upper 10%
	Upper 25%
	Upper 50%
	Lower 50%

	Academic Potential
	
	
	
	

	Understanding Diversity
	
	
	
	

	Demonstration of Respect for Others
	
	
	
	

	Breadth of General Knowledge
	
	
	
	

	Understanding of Human Behavior
	
	
	
	

	Written Expression of Ideas
	
	
	
	

	Oral Expression of Ideas
	
	
	
	

	Ability to Work With Others
	
	
	
	

	Dependability
	
	
	
	

	Maturity and Judgment
	
	
	
	

	Self-Motivation
	
	
	
	

	Emotional Stability
	
	
	
	

	Self-Awareness
	
	
	
	

	Professional Success Thus Far
	
	
	
	


Reference Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Present Position: ______________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________ E-mail _____________________________________________

Relation to Applicant: __________________________________________________________________

How well and for how long have you known the candidate? ___________________________________

Signature __________________________________

Place completed form and your letter of recommendation in an envelope, seal and sign the back of the envelope across the seal.  Please return your evaluation envelope to the applicant, for they will need to submit the envelope with their other application materials.
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