
Design Options – Tests and Surveys 
Purpose 
Test and Surveys provide graded and ungraded opportunities for instructors to 
assess and receive feedback from students.  

Canvas Design Option 
In Blackboard, Test and Survey types include: 

• Graded Tests 
• Ungraded Tests 
• Ungraded Surveys 

The Quiz tool in Canvas includes more options: 

• Graded Quizzes (grading, tracking of results)  
• Practice Quizzes (no grading, no tracking of results) 
• Graded Surveys (students receive an automatic grade, anonymous results) 
• Ungraded Surveys (no grading, anonymous results, no tracking of results) 

More Details 
Canvas Quizzes are similar to Blackboard Tests and have many of the same 
options.   

• Duration:  Canvas Quizzes can be timed or untimed.  Timed Canvas quizzes 
auto-submit when the time expires.   

• Proctoring: Canvas Quizzes can be proctored using a password.   
• Results: Canvas Quiz results can be released to students: one time, on a 

specific date, or never.   
• Pools: Pools (Question Banks) can be created and used in Canvas to 

randomize student quizzes.   
• Exceptions: The Moderate Quiz option in Canvas allows instructors to set 

exceptions on quizzes to allow students to:  take a quiz late/early, have 
additional time on their quiz (i.e. 90 minutes instead of 45 minutes), have an 
additional attempt. 
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Design Options – Question Types 
Canvas Design Option 
Question Types available within a quiz or survey in Blackboard are very similar to 
those available within Canvas.  Below is a list of Question Types in both systems 
and how they compare. 
 

Blackboard Question Types Canvas Question Types 
Either/Or, Multiple Choice, Likert Multiple Choice 
True/False True / False 
Fill in the Blank Fill in the Blank (exact text match) 
Fill in Multiple Blanks Fill in Multiple Blanks (exact text match) 
Multiple Answer Multiple Answers 
Jumbled Sentence Multiple Dropdowns 
Matching Matching (no image matching available) 
Calculated Numeric Numerical Answer 
Calculated Formula Formula Question 
Essay, Short Answer Essay Question 
File Response File Upload Question 
Hot Spot, Quiz Bowl No equivalent 
No equivalent Text Only 

More Details 
In Canvas, a few differences exist in how Question Types can be used within a 
Quiz.   

• By default, there is no letter associated with answers.  Questions that refer 
to “a and c are correct”, “d and e are correct”, will need to manually include 
the a,b,c,d,e prompt in front of each answer. 

• Fill in the Blank questions use “exact text match”.  Instructors should be 
sure to include all possible answers in this type of question. 

Rubrics associated with questions.   These types of questions can be included in 
an Assignment using a rubric instead of within a quiz. 
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